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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY PUBLIC FORUM TO DISCUSS ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS OF MARCELLUS SHALE
Carnegie Science Center to Host Expert for In-Depth Presentation
PITTSBURGH, April 19, 2011 —On Tuesday, April 26, from 7–9 pm, Carnegie Science Center will
present Drilling Down on the Marcellus Shale: Environmental Impacts of Drilling, a lecture about one of
the most pressing issues of our time. This adult-oriented talk is the second installment of a three-part
series that encourages our community to take part in a public forum on a topic central to our region’s
environmental and economic future.

Featured speaker is John Stolz, professor of Environmental Microbiology in the Department of Biological
Sciences and director of the Center for Environmental Research and Education at Duquesne University.
Stolz is currently investigating the environmental impacts of shale gas extraction, with emphasis on water
issues. He has published 63 journal articles and 30 book chapters, and has edited two books. He has a
bachelor’s degree in biology from Fordham University and a doctorate in Microbial Ecology and Evolution
from Boston University.
The Marcellus Shale, one of the largest reservoirs of unconventional natural gas in the world, is sitting
directly under western Pennsylvania. This resource holds the potential to provide our region with a source
of energy, jobs, and economic benefits. Its extraction, however, if done without proper safeguards, can
result in the degradation of water and air quality, and loss of land use. This talk will provide an overview of
the drilling industry, the processes involved, and the environmental impacts.
Stolz will address questions like: What chemicals are used in fracking, and why? Are there ways to
safeguard the water supply? How should we handle the water used in fracking? Can earthquakes be
caused by fracking? Following the talk, members of the audience are encouraged to share questions,
comments, and viewpoints.

“Because so many landholders in our region are being approached by drilling companies, it is important
that we offer a forum where the public can learn about the potential risks of drilling,” says John
Radzilowicz, director of Science and Education at Carnegie Science Center. “We have a responsibility to
the community to provide science-based information on what is quite possibly the toughest decision our
region will ever make.”
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The cost of this program is $12 for members and $15 for non-members. Admission includes coffee and
dessert. Registration is available online or by calling 412.237.3400, then press 7.

The Drilling Down on Marcellus Shale series continues in May with a presentation exploring the energy
potential of harnessing the Marcellus Shale.

About Carnegie Science Center
Carnegie Science Center is dedicated to inspiring learning and curiosity by connecting science and
technology with everyday life. By making science both relevant and fun, the Science Center’s goal
is to increase science literacy in the region and motivate young people to seek careers in science
and technology. One of the four Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh, the Science Center is
Pittsburgh’s premier science exploration destination, reaching more than 700,000 people annually
through its hands-on exhibits, camps, classes and off-site education programs.
About Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh
Founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1895, Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh is a collection of four
distinctive museums dedicated to exploration through art and science: Carnegie Museum of Art,
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Carnegie Science Center, and The Andy Warhol Museum. In
2009, the museums reached more than 1.2 million people through exhibitions, educational
programs, outreach activities, and special events.
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